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2  ✦ ECPE 2010 Sample Test Guide  ✦ Introduction 

The main purpose of the ECPE 2010 Sample Test and 
this accompanying guide is to familiarize examinees 
with the Examination for the Certificate of Proficiency in 
English (ECPE). It also gives examinees the opportunity 
to test themselves to see whether their English is at the 
level required for the actual exam.

Some examinees take the ECPE before they have 
reached the standard required to pass. We hope that 
this sample test will help examinees to better judge their 
preparedness for the exam. Examinees who intend to 
take the ECPE should use this guide to complete the 
sample test, mark it themselves, and see whether their 
scores are sufficient for them to attempt the exam itself.

It must be noted, however, that the score received on the 
sample test does not guarantee that the same standard 
will be reached during an actual ECPE administration.

The sample test and associated materials should be 
read in conjunction with the ECPE Information Bulletin. 
This guide includes instructions on how to take and 
score the sample test, as well as how to interpret the 
results. The listening section audio script is included in 
Appendix 1 and can be used to review the items that 
were particularly difficult.

Introduction
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Contents of the Sample Test

SECTION TIME DESCRIPTION NUMBER OF ITEMS

Speaking 30–35 minutes Examinees participate in a semistructured, multistage task 
involving two examinees and two examiners.

1 task

Writing 30 minutes Examinees write an essay based upon one of two topic 
choices.

1 task

Listening 35–40 minutes Part 1 (multiple choice)
A short recorded conversation is accompanied by three 
printed statements. Examinees choose the statement that 
means about the same thing as what was heard, or that is 
true based upon the conversation.

50

Part 2 (multiple choice)
A recorded question is accompanied by three printed 
responses. Examinees choose the appropriate response to 
the question.

Part 3 (multiple choice)
Three recorded talks, such as those that might be heard on 
the radio, are each followed by recorded comprehension 
questions. Examinees choose the correct answer from the 
printed answer choices.

Grammar 
Cloze 
Vocabulary 
Reading

75 minutes Grammar (multiple choice)
An incomplete sentence is followed by a choice of words 
or phrases to complete it. Only one choice is grammatically 
correct in that context.

40

Cloze (multiple choice)
After reading a passage from which words have been 
removed, examinees must choose one of four words that 
best fills a missing word slot in terms of grammar and 
meaning.

20

Vocabulary (multiple choice)
An incomplete sentence is followed by a choice of words 
to complete it. Only one word has the correct meaning in 
that context.

40

Reading (multiple choice)
Four reading passages are followed by comprehension 
questions. Examinees choose the correct answer from the 
printed answer choices.

20

The following chart describes the format and content of the ECPE 2010 Sample Test. The sample test is 
a full version of the Examination for the Certificate of Proficiency in English.

Further information about the format of the ECPE can be found in the ECPE Information Bulletin.
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It is important to take the sample test under proper test 
conditions. You should take the test in a place with a 
table and chair that is quiet and free from distractions. 
Please allow at least three hours of uninterrupted time. 
Do not take a break between sections.

Additionally, when you take the sample test you should 
follow these steps.

1. Gather the test materials:

a. the sample test booklet

b. an answer sheet

c. a piece of paper for the writing section

d. a computer on which to play the audio for the 
listening section

e. pencils

f. a timing device such as a clock or stopwatch

2. Turn to the writing section on page 1 of the test 
booklet. Read the instructions carefully and make 
sure that you understand them. Once you have 
read the instructions you may read the essay 
topics and begin writing. You should write your 
essay on a separate piece of paper.

3. After 30 minutes, stop writing. Do not reread your 
essay or change your essay after the 30 minutes 
has ended.

4. Turn to the general instructions on page 3 
of the test booklet. Read the instructions for 
completing the answer sheet and make sure that 
you understand them. Fill out the answer sheet 
according to the instructions.

5. Turn to the listening section instructions on page 4 
of the test booklet. Start the listening section audio 
recording. Mark your answers on the separate 
answer sheet.

6. Once you have started the listening section audio 
recording do not pause it or stop it. The audio 
includes a pause after each question so that you 
can mark your answer on the answer sheet. By 
using the time permitted on the recording, you 
will get practice listening and responding in a set 
amount of time.

7. The listening section takes 35–40 minutes. Once 
the audio recording has finished do not replay it or 
change your answers. Move on to the next section 
immediately.

8. Turn to the grammar, cloze, vocabulary, reading 
(GCVR) section instructions on page 9 of the test 
booklet. Read the instructions and make sure that 
you understand them.

9. When you are ready, turn to the GCVR section on 
page 10 of the test booklet and begin answering 
the questions. Mark your answers on the separate 
answer sheet.

10. Stop writing after 75 minutes. Do not change any of 
your answers after 75 minutes.

11. Read the Scoring the Listening, GCVR, & Writing 
Sections section of this guide. Follow the 
instructions for checking your answers against 
the answer key (included with the sample test 
materials) and example essays (included in this 
guide). 

Please note that if you allow yourself longer than the 
time allocated for each section, you will not get a true 
picture of your ability.

How to Take the Sample Test
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Scoring the Listening, GCVR, & Writing Sections
When you have finished taking the sample test you 
should have a completed answer sheet with one answer 
per question and a completed essay for the writing 
section. You now need to score the listening, GCVR, and 
writing sections. Please follow these steps.

Listening and GCVR
1. For each listening and GCVR item, you should 

have only filled in one answer on the answer sheet.

2. Compare your answers with the answer key. If 
your answer matches the answer key then award 
yourself one point. If your answer does not match 
the answer key do not award yourself a point.

3. Add up all of your correct answers in the listening 
section. This is your listening section score.

4. Add up all of your correct answers in the GCVR 
section. This is your GCVR section score.

5. Read the Interpreting Your Scores section of this 
guide for an explanation of what your sample test 
scores mean.

Writing
1. This guide includes the writing section scoring 

rubric and five sample essays, one at each band 
on the ECPE writing scale.

2. Read your essay and then read each of the sample 
essays and the comments that accompany 
each sample.

3. Compare your essay to the sample essays and 
decide which sample is the closest to yours.

4. The score of the sample which is closest to yours 
is your score for the writing section. You should 
ask a teacher to review your writing and to confirm 
that you have chosen the right band score.

5. Read the Interpreting Your Scores section of this 
guide for an explanation of what your sample 
essay score means.
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When the ECPE is taken under examination conditions, 
the listening section and the grammar, cloze, vocabulary, 
reading (GCVR) section are scored by computer using 
Item Response Theory (IRT). This method ensures that 
the ability required to pass a section, or to receive a high 
score, remains the same from year to year. IRT scores 
are not the same as number-right scores, but there is 
very high correlation between number of correct answers 
provided and the IRT scores.

Listening Section
Scores 38 and above: If you have strictly followed the 
instructions for taking the sample test, you are likely to 
pass the listening section of the ECPE under examination 
conditions.

Scores 34 – 37: You have a chance of passing the 
listening section of the ECPE under examination 
conditions but you may benefit from more lessons or 
more practice before you register for the examination.

Scores 33 and below: You are unlikely to pass the 
listening section of the ECPE under examination 
conditions and should spend more time improving your 
English before taking the examination.

Grammar, Cloze, Vocabulary, and Reading 
(GCVR) Section
Scores 90 and above: If you have strictly followed the 
instructions for taking the sample test, you are likely to 
pass the GCVR section of the ECPE under examination 
conditions.

Scores 78 – 89: You have a chance of passing the GCVR 
section of the ECPE under examination conditions but 
you may benefit from more lessons or more practice 
before you register for the examination.

Scores 77 and below: You are unlikely to pass the GCVR 
section of the ECPE under examination conditions and 
should spend more time improving your English before 
taking the examination.

Writing Section
If you have strictly followed the instructions for taking the 
sample test and your writing meets the criteria of at least 
a C on the ECPE writing section scoring rubric, then you 
have a chance of passing the ECPE writing section under 
examination conditions. If your writing meets the criteria 
of at least a B on the ECPE writing section scoring rubric, 
then you are likely to pass the ECPE writing section 
under examination conditions.

Passing the ECPE Overall
Examinees who pass three sections with a Low Pass (or 
higher) and receive no less than a Borderline Fail in one 
section will be awarded an ECPE certificate. If you are 
able to meet the standards described above then you are 
probably ready to take the ECPE.

Important Points to Note
1. Although the sample test is designed to be 

similar in difficulty to the ECPE and will give you a 
reasonable idea of how you should expect to score 
on the exam, there is no guarantee that your score 
on the sample test will be the same as the score 
you receive when you take the ECPE.

2. The writing and speaking section scores you 
receive when you take an ECPE under examination 
conditions are determined by raters trained and 
certified according to ELI-UM. It is possible that 
when you review your own writing performance or 
have your performance on the writing and speaking 
sections evaluated by someone who is not a 
trained ELI-UM evaluator, the scores assigned 
might be different from those that would have been 
assigned by certified raters and examiners.

Interpreting Your Scores
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Examination for the Certificate of 
Proficiency in English, 2010 Sample Test

Listening Section
This is a test of your ability to understand spoken 
English. The listening section has three parts. There are 
fifty questions. Mark all your answers on the separate 
answer sheet. Do not make any stray marks on the 
answer sheet. If you change your mind about an answer, 
erase your first answer completely.

Part One
In this part, you will hear short conversations. From 
the three answer choices, select the answer which 
means about the same thing as what you hear, or is true 
based upon what you hear. For example, listen to the 
conversation:

M: Let’s go to the football game.

F: Good idea. I don’t want to stay home.

The correct answer is b.

For problems 1 through 15, mark your answers on the 
separate answer sheet. No problems can be repeated. 
Please listen carefully. Do you have any questions?

1. M: What’s that book you’re reading?

F: Oh, it’s just a novel I picked up at the 
bookstore.

M: A novel! How do you find the time? 
Between going to class and doing my 
homework, I don’t have a minute to spare.

2. M: Did you get in to see my dentist the 
other day?

F: Yeah, it was nice of him to fit me in on such 
short notice.

M: What do you think?

F: You know, I think I’m going to change over 
to seeing him on a regular basis.

3. F: It’s a shame Jim lost his temper with his 
supervisor again.

M: Yeah, accepting criticism’s not one of his 
strong points.

F: Well, he better watch it in the future.

4. F: I haven’t seen you at the swimming 
pool lately.

M: Yeah, I don’t go anymore. It’s too crowded.

F: Oh, but there’s adult swimming at night.

5. M: We should redo this project. It’s not 
turning out like we wanted at all.

F: No kidding. We really got off on the wrong 
foot this time.

6. F: Did you hear about Sam?

M: Yeah, he got a job offer he just 
couldn’t refuse.

F: Too bad for us.

M: You know he turned them down two 
times before.

7. F: Professor Smith, I need help figuring out 
what to do for my final science project.

M: What’s the problem, Sally?

F: Well, I’d like to study the Solar System, but 
do you think that’s too broad a topic?

M: Hmmm…It’s a good start…but you should 
narrow it down a bit.

8. M: How was your weekend?

F: I was a little worried about taking my 
boyfriend home to meet my parents for the 
first time.

M: So, how did it go?

F: We all spent the whole night watching 
basketball on TV and talking up a storm.

9. F: Have you been to the new theme park? I 
hear the rides are awesome.

M: Well, my brother has, and he said the 
same thing.

10. M: Should I have them check out your 
computer when they come to fix mine?

F: Wouldn’t be a bad idea, I guess.

11. F: So are you studying hard for the test?

M: Like you wouldn’t believe.

Appendix 1: Listening Section Audio Script
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12. M: Oh, here’s a pharmacy. I have to run in for 
a minute.

F: OK. Why don’t I wait for you here, then?

13. M: Did you run into James at the party 
last night?

F: He called while I was there to tell me his 
ride fell through.

14. M: Look at these business cards! Do you 
really think I should keep them?

F: Well, as long as they’ve already been made, 
you may as well.

15. F: I don’t know what I should do about those 
neighbors who always park their car in my 
parking spot.

M: Maybe you should just confront them 
about it.

F: I suppose you’re right.

End of part one.

Listening Test, Part Two
In this part, you will hear a question. From the three 
answer choices given, choose the one which best 
answers the question. For example, listen to the 
question:

When is your sister getting married?

The correct answer is a.

For problems 16 through 35, mark your answers on the 
separate answer sheet. No problems can be repeated. 
Please listen carefully. Do you have any questions?

16. M: How likely is it you’ll be able to finish that 
book by tomorrow?

17. F: You didn’t happen to catch that last 
announcement, did you?

18. M: I wonder if I should bring this problem up 
with the director.

19. F: Don’t you think that movie had an 
ambiguous ending?

20. M: How’s your paper coming along?

21. M: In case we need to get a hold of you while 
you’re away next week, would you leave 
your travel plans with the secretary?

22. F: I’d like you to finish the paper before we 
begin going over it. Okay?

23. M: Susan’s departure was really sudden, 
wasn’t it?

24. F: Did the professor say when our 
assignment is due?

25. F: Hi, I’m calling about a problem with the 
heating unit in my office.

26. F: I’ve never had a class with Professor Tate. 
What’s she like?

27. F: Do you think we should submit the report 
as it is or keep working on it?

28. M: Were you affected by the power outage 
last night?

29. F: Shouldn’t he consider it his job to make 
sure the work gets done?

30. F: Why didn’t you bother to put the milk back 
in the fridge?

31. F: How likely is it that they’ll be able to clear 
this furniture out of here by tomorrow?

32. M: What’s the secretary doing when he isn’t 
scheduling meetings?

33. F: If you’re getting a new car anyway, 
wouldn’t you prefer a more 
prestigious one?

34. M: Has anybody seen my keys around here?

35. M: Could you possibly do that any louder?

End of part two.
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Listening Test, Part Three
In this part, you will hear three short segments from a 
radio program. The program is called “Learning from the 
Experts.” You will hear what three different radio guests 
have to say about three different topics. Each talk lasts 
about three minutes. As you listen, you may want to take 
some notes to help you remember information given 
in the talk. Write your notes in this test booklet. After 
each talk, you will be asked some questions about what 
was said. From the three answer choices given, you 
should choose the one that best answers the question 
according to the information you heard.

Remember, no problems can be repeated. For problems 
36 through 50, mark all your answers on the separate 
answer sheet. Do you have any questions?

Now you will hear the first segment.

M1: For many years, people have been concerned with 
the health of the world’s oceans. Recently, a new 
study has shed some interesting light on the impact 
of offshore oil rigs on marine life. Dana Smith reports.

F1: Oil companies have turned to offshore drilling 
operations to extract oil from underwater deposits 
because land-based sources of petroleum have 
declined. One such operation was created about 
twenty years ago off the coast of California. Now 
the operation is no longer in use, and there’s a 
big debate about what to do with all of the old 
equipment. Susan Parker, an oil industry expert, 
explains more about these types of offshore rigs.

F2: These rigs consist of equipment built on big 
platforms. The platforms are supported by concrete 
pillars. These drilling platforms were very successful, 
but now the underwater reserves of oil have been 
exhausted. Originally, local officials had requested 
that we remove the platforms once we were done 
with them, and we agreed to do it. But it turns out 
that there’s a good reason to leave them in place. 
Recently, we’ve done research that shows that the 
underwater support structures function similarly to 
a natural coral reef. Lots of plant and coral species 
are growing on the metal bars and concrete, and 
that in turn attracts a variety of fish. The fish use 
these platforms as a place to feed and to hide from 
large predators. Since the structures function as an 
artificial reef, we think it’s beneficial to leave them 
standing.

F1: However, some environmental groups aren’t 
convinced. Thomas Walker, who represents one 
such group, explains why.

M2: In order to increase productivity and maximize 
profits, corporations erect multiple platforms in a 
single area. As a result, in these areas with so many 
rigs, we find increased levels of contaminants in 
the water. We see this even more when the rigs are 
no longer in use and they start to deteriorate in the 
corrosive marine environment and could even leak 
oil. So, while it may be true that there is lots of fish 
and coral living around these rigs, how healthy are 
these creatures? We can’t be certain of the effect 
on the marine environment. If we don’t force the oil 
industry to get rid of the structures like they said they 
would at the beginning of the project, there could be 
major problems down the road.

F1: Whether or not these rigs are really beneficial 
remains to be seen. Although both sides concur that 
fish are congregating under the structures, more 
evidence will need to be collected to convince the 
skeptics that marine life is not at risk. Until that time, 
until more data are available, neither side may be 
able to make much headway in the debate.

36. What major controversy is focused on in this report?

37. Why did oil companies decide to drill offshore?

38. Why were oil companies originally going to remove 
the oil rigs?

39. According to environmentalists, what is a 
disadvantage of building many rigs in one location?

40. What do the environmentalists and oil companies 
agree on?

Now you will hear the second segment.

M1: Concrete is one of the most common building 
materials used to construct bridges and roads. 
Engineers devote a considerable amount of time and 
effort into researching and developing the optimal 
composition of concrete. They’ve been working on a 
new kind of concrete – a kind that’s actually flexible. 
Maria Golden reports.

F: Concrete that has been reinforced with fibers has 
been in use for many years and has been an ideal 
material for certain construction projects. However, 
a new kind of reinforced concrete has recently been 
created. Engineers have found that by adding tiny, 
flexible fibers to the concrete, they can make it far 
more resistant to cracking than traditional concrete. 
Because this new fiber-reinforced concrete will last 
longer than regular concrete, it’s an economical 
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choice in the long run. Civil engineer James Erickson 
explains.

M2: Since the 1960’s fiber-reinforced concrete has 
been used in various transportation structures to 
increase their durability. But we have developed a 
new material called Engineered Cement Composites, 
or ECC. It’s different from other fiber-reinforced 
concretes in that we’ve added a network of 
specially coated fibers that don’t just reinforce 
or add strength. The engineering and design of 
these internal fibers also make them flexible which 
distinguishes ECC from other types of reinforced 
concrete. And we’ve seen from our studies of its 
use on bridges that it can solve lots of problems. 
It seems particularly promising for climates where 
there is extreme temperature variation. Concrete, 
like any other material, changes in size when the 
temperature fluctuates. When the temperature rises, 
the concrete expands. In cold weather, it contracts. 
This subtle movement puts stress on a concrete 
structure. The flexibility of ECC helps to minimize 
that stress.

F: This technology has already been used around the 
world. But for some reason, construction project 
managers in the U.S. have been slow to use ECC 
and usually stick to traditional concrete, which is not 
without its own problems. So, why are some builders 
reluctant to use ECC?

M2: Maybe the hesitancy to use ECC is because the 
newer material has a higher cost than traditional 
concrete. Additionally, some time is involved in 
training workers on how to make it. But when you 
extend this initial investment of time and money 
over the expected lifetime of the ECC, it’s a better 
investment. Traditional concrete is actually not very 
durable, and it can easily crack when subjected 
to a lot of weight. As a result, repairs are needed 
frequently and those are expensive. So U.S. 
construction project managers need to justify why 
the higher initial cost is worthwhile.

F: Researchers are continuing their long term studies, 
and so far computer models are predicting that 
ECC lasts twice as long as regular concrete. Given 
these studies, and the projects currently underway 
overseas, we can expect to find this new material in 
widespread use across the U.S. in the near future.

41. What is unique about the new concrete?

42. According to the engineer, what happened 
in the 1960s?

43. In what kind of climate would ECC be an especially 
good choice of construction material?”

44. Why have some builders avoided using ECC?

45. According to the engineer, what is a disadvantage of 
traditional concrete?

Now you will hear the third segment.

M1: Inside the human body, there are millions of tiny 
cells. And inside those cells, there are millions of 
even tinier molecules that perform many duties 
essential to the health and functioning of those 
cells. Staff reporter Mary Gardner reports on some 
new research involving a very important type of cell 
molecule.

F: Inside each cell, there are many different molecules 
that must be transported to different parts of the 
cell in order to carry out various functions. Recently, 
scientists have been investigating exactly how this 
transportation occurs. One essential component of 
this transport is a protein molecule called kinesin. 
Kinesin is a tiny molecule that functions much like a 
motor, propelling biological material from one place 
to another. Dr. Peter Newton, a leading cell biologist, 
has been investigating how kinesin can play an 
important role in disease prevention.

M2: When a virus invades a cell, it tries to reproduce 
and spread itself to as many other cells as possible. 
First, it must reproduce in the cell. But then, it has 
to travel to the edge of the cell in order to spread 
to other cells. Some viruses are able to propel 
themselves, but others take advantage of the cell’s 
own transport system, that is, kinesin. Kinesin is the 
molecular motor which pulls things toward the outer 
edges of the cell. The viruses are able to attach on 
to the kinesin, and ride, so to speak, along the paths 
in the cell that kinesin travels. If we can find a way 
to prevent viruses from attaching to the kinesin, this 
would eliminate easy and fast pathways to the edge 
of the cell.

F: I also understand that there’s some relationship 
between kinesin and some mental diseases, like 
Alzheimer’s Disease.

M2: That’s right. Kinesin is found in all different types of 
cells, including the nerve cells in the brain. Kinesin is 
used in the nerve cells to transmit messages through 
networks in the brain. If kinesin stops functioning 
in some of the cells, messages can’t get through. 
This may be what’s happening in patients with 
Alzheimer’s Disease. We’ve been able to artificially 
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alter the level of kinesin in experimental studies with 
mice. We’ve observed that lowered levels of kinesin 
are associated with declines in mental functioning.

F: It’s important to remember that processes such 
as viral infections, and mental deteriorations, are 
complicated processes with many stages. But, 
understanding kinesin can lead to a breakthrough 
in the control of diseases, both viral and naturally 
occurring mental ones.

46. What is kinesin?

47. Where are viruses reproduced?

48. Why are cell biologists interested in kinesin?

49. What experiment did the cell biologists conduct?

50. What is the relationship between kinesin and mental 
processing?

End of the listening test.
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RATING RHETORIC GRAMMAR/SYNTAX VOCABULARY MECHANICS

A 
Honors

• Topic richly, fully, complexly 
developed

• Organization well-
controlled, appropriate to 
the material

• Connection is smooth

• Flexible use of 
a wide range of 
syntactic (sentence 
level) structures; 
morphological (word 
forms) control nearly 
always accurate

• Broad range, 
appropriately used

• Spelling and 
punctuation errors 
are rare and 
insignificant

B • Topic clearly and 
completely developed, 
with acknowledgment of its 
complexity

• Organization is controlled 
and shows appropriateness 
to the material

• Few problems with 
connection

• Both simple and 
complex syntax 
adequately used; 
good morphological 
control

• Vocabulary use 
shows flexibility, 
is usually 
appropriate

• Any inappropriate 
vocabulary does 
not confuse 
meaning

• Spelling and 
punctuation errors 
are infrequent and 
not distracting

C • Topic clearly developed, 
but not always completely 
or with acknowledgment of 
its complexity

• Organization generally 
controlled; connection 
sometimes absent or 
unsuccessful

• Both simple and 
complex syntax 
present

• For some, syntax 
is cautious but 
accurate, while 
others are more fluent 
but less accurate

• Inconsistent 
morphological control

• Adequate 
vocabulary, but 
may sometimes 
be inappropriately 
used

• Spelling and 
punctuation 
errors sometimes 
distracting

D • Topic development usually 
clear but simple and may 
be repetitive

• Attempts to address 
different perspectives 
on the topic are often 
unsuccessful

• Overreliance on 
prefabricated language 
and/or language from the 
prompt

• Organization partially 
controlled

• Morphological errors 
are frequent 

• Simple sentences 
tend to be accurate; 
more complex ones 
tend to be inaccurate

• Vocabulary 
may be limited 
in range, and 
is sometimes 
inappropriately 
used to the point 
that it causes 
confusion

• Spelling and 
punctuation errors 
are frequently 
distracting

E • Topic development may be 
unclear and/or limited by 
incompleteness or lack of 
focus

• Might not be relevant to 
topic

• Connection of ideas often 
absent or unsuccessful

• Pervasive and basic 
errors in sentence 
structure and 
word order cause 
confusion

• Problems with 
subject-verb 
agreement, tense 
formation or word 
formation

• Even basic sentences 
are filled with errors

• Incorrect use of 
vocabulary causes 
confusion

• Even basic words 
may be misused

• May show 
interference from 
other languages

• Basic vocabulary 
words regularly 
misspelled 

• Little or no control 
over sentence 
boundaries

• Spelling and 
punctuation errors 
regularly cause 
confusion

Appendix 2: Writing Section Scoring Rubric
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Appendix 3: Sample Essays & Comments
The essays presented here are responses to the following prompt:

Many popular movies are based on books. Some people believe that the book versions are better than the 
movie versions. Which do you prefer? Why? Support your answers with specific examples.

Essay 1: Rating: A

Books and movies are expressions of one’s imagination. The difference between the two, 
however, is that the book is interpreted by each reader whereas a movie is by the director. I 
believe that is why many prefer the book to its interpretation onscreen. I am somewhere in 
the middle.

I am an avid reader and a huge movie buff. While reading a book allows me to imagine 
a writer’s story, a director allows me to see a canvas of such imagination. “Lord of the 
Rings” trilogy is a perfect example of how perfect an interpretation can be. We could not 
have imagined it better and I believe the author would have been proud. All Tolkein fans 
were in awe of the director’s view of all characters and storylines. Basically, he respected 
the author’s writing.

On the other hand, there have been movies interpreting books which contain much 
emotion and character development. Such detail is constrained by the length of a movie 
which in turn harms it. “Memoirs of a Geisha” is such an example. The book is filled with 
background information and emotions carried by each character. The movie was unable 
to bring this forward to its audience. If I had not read the book, it would have been a 
magnificent film. But since I had, the movie lacked the rich tapestry of colours that the 
book expressed; the complexity of characters was missing.

Although some books’ interpretation onscreen may be disappointing, others surpass 
even the most discriminating reader’s expectations. In the end, it is all left to the eye of the 
beholder… it is all a matter of imagination.

Examiner Comments
The topic is richly developed and addresses the complexity of the prompt. The introduction is very appropriate and 
situates the writer’s opinion clearly and in a native-like way. Syntax is fully controlled in both simple and complex 
sentences. The only very minor error (article omission) is insignificant. Vocabulary choices demonstrate an advanced 
control of the language and are consistently on target. The writing is very communicative in addition to being fully 
controlled. The response is clearly at an A level.
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Essay 2: Rating: B

Many popular movies are based on books. Some people believe the 
book versions are better than the movie versions. Some other just 
prefer the movies.

People who love to read and probably they are well educated, 
of course, they prefer the book versions. The books give you the 
opportunity to use your own imagination, to make further thoughts 
and even to daydream. Some people are so fascinated by the books 
that their feelings and emotions are affected by their favorite book 
heroes.

On the other hand, people prefer to watch the movies because it is 
more fun to go out with their friends and spend some time with 
them. Also it is easier because a movie lasts two hours. On the 
contrary a book needs many days to be read. Finally, when seeing 
a movie you don’t have to use your imagination because nowadays 
with all these special techniques and 3-D screens movies seems to be 
alive.

In my opinion the book versions are always the best and of course 
the original. The writer used his imagination, his feelings, his 
emotions and probably many years of his life to write a book and 
all of us, we should respect his work. Every reader has to take a lot 
from the writer’s experience and make its own thoughs. Movies are 
sometimes very amusing but is only a pastime for me, because I 
prefer to use my imagination and not the movie director’s.

The ideal for me is to read the book version first, and then to see the 
movie version. But unfortunately sometimes the movie versions are 
very disappointing that someone should avoid watching them.

Examiner Comments
The response addresses both sides of the topic. The organization of the response is clear and discourse markers are 
appropriately used. Syntax is well controlled at both simple and complex levels. Vocabulary choices are appropriate 
but do not demonstrate a broad range. Minor errors occur, especially with use of the determiner system (“the books”; 
“the movies”; “all these special techniques”; “the original”), but they do not distract from or interfere with the meaning. 
Lack of broad vocabulary and repetitive minor errors make this a B-level response. Misspelling of thoughts (“thoughs”) 
is distracting, but simply a careless omission.
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Essay 3: Rating: C

Nowadays many popular movies are based on books. This means that someone who have read 
a book have the opportunity to watch the film based on this book or the opposite. Reading 
books and watching a movie may have some differences.

Many people prefer reading the books because they believe that the book version is the best. 
In my opinion people prefer books is because in books there are more details that in a movie. 
Second, when reading a book you can imagine things like the main characters of the story and 
the place where they live. This means that by watching the film you may be disapointed because 
in your imaginery things like this were better.

On the other hand, many people prefer the movie versions. First of all the reason why some 
people prefer the movie versions is because they can see the characters, their behaviour, the 
place where they live and things like that. Furthermore, in the movies special effects are used 
which make the movie better and more lively. Finally, movies are also prefered by people who do 
not like reading books or do not have time to read them so they prefer the movie versions.

In my opinion reading books is good but I prefer watching the films. The reason why I prefer 
watching movies is because I like to watch the actors who play in them especially when the main 
actor is my favourite one. Another reason is that I like to watch the places, the special effects 
and listen to the music played during movie. That’s why I prefer movies to books.

Examiner Comments
Topic is clearly addressed but not richly developed. Both sides of the topic are considered but not in great detail or 
depth. The organizational plan is clear but very simple. Ideas are clearly presented and simple sentence structure 
is generally well controlled, but occasionally errors with syntax can distract (“In my opinion people prefer books is 
because…”). The response only uses simple vocabulary, which makes it feel pedestrian. Despite the reasonable level 
of accuracy there is insufficient complex language present in the response to make it anything other than C-level 
essay.
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Essay 4: Rating: D

Imagination
Many of the movies who were a success all around the 

world were based on books. The main reason of this was the 
expectation of many book readers who wanted to know if the 
movie corresponded to their imagination, and most of the times, 
they were disappointed.

When you start reading a book you activate an ability of your 
brain that is unrepleaceble: the imagination. And, to create the 
image, you are plenty of details that are shown as far as you 
continue the reading. Each one take his own time to devote to 
the reading and take his own conclusion. When a book becomes 
a movie, the expectation is broken: the main character has 
nothing to do with who you imagined he was, specially the 
physical appearance, and also the scene is completely different. 
The incogruence with your imagination is one aspect that makes 
movie versions poor than the original book.

Another important aspect is the time. A movie has, usually, 
two hours, which is not much to describe with rich details 
how the whole story was developed. And this is the number 
one of complaining about movie versions. At the movie “The 
Da Vinci Code” for example, the movie didn’t describe many 
important points which were crucial to understand all the 
story. That’s why many people who have seen the movie but 
had not read the book thought that the media made such an 
aloud around the movie.

Movie versions need to be very coherent and correspond to 
what the readers want to see, what seems to be very difficult 
because it is almost impossible to reach each one capability to 
imagine and the result of its reading turned into feelings in our 
body.

Examiner Comments
The response does address the prompt, although not directly, and the writer does not state a clear opinion in response 
to the prompt. Almost all sentences contain errors of syntax and/or vocabulary. Despite the large number of errors, the 
communicative intent of the response still comes through. The errors are distracting but do not obscure meaning to 
such a degree that the reader cannot derive meaning. This makes the response a typical D-level essay.



ECPE 2010 Sample Test Guide  ✦ Appendix 3: Sample Essays & Comments  ✦ 17

Essay 5: Rating: E

Everyone has different opinions about movies based on 
literatures. Some think that books are more complete and 
others prefer movies because there are more emotion and 
feeling.
Doubtless books are better. When someone is reading a 

literature story, the imagination is creating scenes and our 
own movie. This capacity is very important for us to develop 
hability in many ways.
Besides all these benefits, book's versions are more 

completed than movies' version. Reading a page we can 
identify more information about someone or something that we 
can't on a movie.
When we are watching a scene, we don't need to think 

about something to understand, but reading we need to 
analyse the words.
Therefore, books versions are better because we need to 

use our imatination to construct our own movie and it is very 
important for us. We become smarters.

Examiner Comments
The response is very simple. The paragraphs are short and ideas are not developed. There are numerous errors, some 
of which are very distracting (“to develop hability”; “book’s versions are more completed”; “we become smarters”). 
Although some sentences are clear, the simple nature of the response coupled with the more distracting errors make 
this a clear E-level response.
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Discourse and Interaction 
(Development, Functional Range, and Listening 
Comprehension)

Linguistic Resources (Range and Accuracy) Delivery And 
IntelligibilityVocabulary Grammar

Production of Independent, Spontaneous Speech
•	 Summarizes	concisely	and	accurately;	little	to	no	reliance	on	

written	material
•	 Provides	coherent	explanations	without	prompting	on	all	topics
•	 Presents	decisions	persuasively	and	appropriately	for	varying	

contexts
Contribution to Extended Interaction
•	 Consistently	contributes	appropriately	to	development	of	

interaction;	very	aware	of	listener
•	 Recommendations	are	appropriate	and	supported	with	

explanations	
•	 Justifies	position,	regularly	paraphrasing	and	elaborating	to	

explain	and/or	clarify	
•	 Communication	breakdowns	are	rare	
Listening Comprehension
•	 Understands	linguistic,	sociolinguistic,	and	pragmatic	

information	in	order	to	engage	in	extended,	spontaneous	
interaction

•	 Uses	broad	range	of	vocabulary
•	 Collocations,	colloquial	

language,	idiomatic	expressions	
used	accurately	and	
appropriately	

•	 Uses	a	wide	variety	of	basic	
and	complex	grammatical	
structures	accurately	and	
effectively	

•	 Uses	a	range	of	
grammatical	structures	
that	are	pragmatically	
appropriate

•	 Fluent	and	articulate	
delivery

•	 Often	uses	rate	of	
speech	and/or	prosodic	
features	to	add	meaning,	
aid	listener,	and/or	
to	shift	style/register	
appropriately

•	 “Slips	of	the	tongue”	may	occur,	often	self-corrected;	(fossilized)	
errors	may	be	present	throughout	discourse	but	do	not	impede	
interaction

Production of Independent, Spontaneous Speech
•	 Summarizes	concisely	and	accurately;	some	reliance	on	written	

material
•	 Provides	coherent	explanations,	usually	without	prompting,	on	

all	concrete	and	most	abstract	topics
•	 Usually	presents	decisions	persuasively,	and	usually	

appropriately	for	context
Contribution to Extended Interaction
•	 Usually	contributes	appropriately	to	the	development	of	the	

interaction;	very	aware	of	listener	
•	 Provides	recommendations	that	are	almost	always	supported	

with	explanations	and	are	appropriate	to	the	context
•	 Justifies	position,	frequently	paraphrasing	and	elaborating	to	

explain	and/or	clarify	statements
•	 Communication	breakdowns	usually	do	not	occur	

Listening Comprehension
•	 Almost	always	understands	linguistic,	sociolinguistic,	and	

pragmatic	information	in	order	to	engage	in	extended,	
spontaneous	interaction

•	 Usually	uses	a	broad	range	of	
vocabulary

•	 Collocations,	colloquial	
language,	and	idiomatic	
expressions	are	often	used	
and	are	usually	accurate	and	
appropriate

•	 Occasionally	uses	secondary	
meaning	of	words

•	 Usually	uses	a	variety	
of	basic	and	complex	
grammatical	structures	
accurately	and	usually	
effectively	

•	 Usually	uses	grammatical	
structures	that	are	
pragmatically	appropriate

•	 Frequently	fluent	and	
articulate;	may	require	
minimal	listener	effort	

•	 Usually	uses	rate	of	
speech	and/or	prosodic	
features	to	add	meaning,	
to	aid	listener,	and/or	
to	shift	style/register	
appropriately

•	 Fluency	may	slightly	
decline	with	challenging	
speech	events	but	this	
rarely	affects	the	flow	of	
discourse

•	 Errors	in	vocabulary	and/or	grammar	do	not	cause	
miscommunication	or	interrupt	the	flow	of	discourse	

•	 Accuracy	in	vocabulary	and/or	grammar	may	decline	with	more	
challenging	speech	events

Production of Independent, Spontaneous Speech
•	 Adequately	summarizes;	may	rely	on	written	material	

periodically
•	 Elaborates,	often	without	prompting,	and	provides	coherent	

explanations	on	almost	all	concrete	and	many	abstract	topics	
•	 Often	presents	decisions	clearly,	appropriately;	may	occasionally	

show	some	limitations	in	ability	to	extend	discourse	and	to	
provide	convincing	explanations

Contribution to Extended Interaction
•	 Often	contributes	appropriately	to	the	development	of	

interaction;	aware	of	listener;	may	occasionally	rely	on	
interlocutors	for	continuation	of	discussion

•	 Recommendations	may	require	minor	prompting	for	
supporting	explanations;	may	occasionally	be	awkwardness	to	
appropriateness	of	word	choices/phrasing

•	 Justifies	position	adequately;	usually	able	to	paraphrase;	
clarity	of	meaning	may	occasionally	be	lacking	when	providing	
supporting	details	

•	 Communication	breakdowns	may	occur	during	challenging	
speech	events;	usually	repaired	

Listening Comprehension
•	 Usually	understands	linguistic	and	sociolinguistic	information	

and	often	understands	the	pragmatic	information	in	order	to	
engage	in	extended,	spontaneous	interaction

•	 Often	uses	moderate	range	
of	vocabulary	accurately	and	
appropriately

•	 Occasionally	uses	idiomatic	
expressions	and	colloquial	
language

•	 Occasionally	uses	incorrect	
collocations	that	may	lead	to	
vagueness	

•	 Often	uses	a	variety	of	basic	
and	complex	grammatical	
structures	accurately	and	
effectively	

•	 Often	uses	a	variety	of	
grammatical	structures	
that	are	pragmatically	
appropriate	

•	 Often	fluent,	usually	
articulate;	may	require	
some	listener	effort

•	 Pace	usually	consistent;	
may	occasionally	be	
relatively	slow

•	 Occasionally	uses	rate	of	
speech,	and/or	prosodic	
features	to	add	meaning,	
aid	listener,	and/or	
to	shift	style/register	
appropriately

•	 An	increase	in	rate	of	
delivery	may	occasionally	
lead	to	a	decrease	in	
clarity	of	speech	or	
comprehensibility

•	 Fluency	may	decline	
with	more	challenging	
speech	events	but	this	
does	not	stop	the	flow	of	
discourse

•	 Range	of	vocabulary	and	grammatical	structures	extends	beyond	
what	has	been	provided	orally	and/or	in	writing

•	 Gaps	and/or	errors	in	vocabulary	and/or	grammar,	sometimes	
self-corrected,	frequently	do	not	hinder	communication,	but	may	
rarely	cause	interruptions	in	communication	flow

•	 Accuracy	in	vocabulary	and/or	grammar	often	declines	with	an	
increase	in	rate	of	speech	and/or	with	more	challenging	speech	
events
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Discourse and Interaction 
(Development, Functional Range, and Listening 
Comprehension)

Linguistic Resources (Range and Accuracy) Delivery And 
Intelligibility

Vocabulary Grammar

Production of Independent, Spontaneous Speech
•	 Usually	summarizes	by	repeating	language	already	provided	
•	 Occasionally	able,	when	prompted,	to	elaborate	and	provide	

explanations	on	most	concrete	topics;	explanations	frequently	
lack	coherence	and	organization	

•	 Usually	presents	decisions	by	repeating	language	already	
produced	

Contribution to Extended Interaction
•	 Frequently	relies	on	other	participants	to	initiate,	develop,	

maintain	discourse;	rarely	offers	feedback	or	commentary	
•	 Usually	able	to	recommend;	occasionally	able,	when	prompted,	

to	provide	supporting	explanations
•	 Attempts	to	justify	a	position	are	usually	unclear	and	repetitive
•	 Communication	breakdowns	may	occur	during	any	speech	

event	and	often	are	not	repaired
Listening Comprehension
•	 Limitations	in	comprehension	may	often	result	in	interruptions	in	

exchange	and	in	communication	breakdowns

•	 Limited	range	of	vocabulary
•	 Frequently	uses	vague	and/or	

inaccurate	vocabulary

•	 Frequent	use	of	basic	
structures	(i.e.,	lack	of	
complex	sentences)	that	
often	contain	errors

•	 Listener	effort	
frequently	required

•	 Delivery	is	often	slow	
and	halting	

•	 Pausing	and	phrasing	
are	often	incorrect,	
negatively	affecting	
intelligibility

•	 Production	may	be	word	
by	word,	resulting	in	a	
lack	of	sentence	rhythm	
and	flat	intonation

•	 L1	influence	may	
disrupt	intelligibility

•	 Vocabulary	and	grammar	structures	used	are	typically	repetitions	
of	what	has	been	provided	orally	or	in	writing

•	 Gaps	and/or	errors	in	vocabulary	and	grammar	may	disrupt	
effective	communication

Production of Independent, Spontaneous Speech
•	 Unable	to	summarize;	merely	reads	information	provided	
•	 Occasionally	able,	when	prompted,	to	elaborate	on	concrete	and	

familiar	topics;	explanations	usually	lack	organization	
•	 Usually	able	to	present	basic	position	on	concrete	topic;	very	

little	elaboration;	usually	repeats	language	already	produced
Contribution to Extended Interaction
•	 Frequently	unable	to	contribute	to	the	development	of	discourse	

on	topics	that	have	been	provided;	considerable	reliance	on	
interlocutors

•	 Usually	able	to	state	a	recommendation	or	opinion	but	unable	to	
provide	supporting	explanation

•	 Rarely	able	to	justify	and	defend;	attempts	are	almost	always	
unclear	and	repetitive

•	 Almost	always	unable	to	repair	communication	breakdowns
Listening Comprehension
•	 Extreme	limitations	in	comprehension	result	in	an	inability	to	

engage	in	extended	discourse

•	 Very	limited	vocabulary	
•	 Regularly	searches	for	words	
•	 Frequently	uses	vague	

expressions

•	 Uses	only	basic	structures	that	
regularly	contain	errors

•	 Slow	and	halting	
delivery

•	 Production	is	often	word	
by	word,	resulting	in	a	
lack	of	sentence	rhythm	
and	flat	intonation

•	 Errors	in	rhythm,	stress,	
and	intonation	disrupt	
intelligibility,	often	
causing	considerable	
listener	effort

•	 L1	influence	may	
disrupt	intelligibility

•	 Regular	gaps	and/or	errors	in	vocabulary,	grammar,	and/or	delivery
•	 Gaps	and/or	errors	frequently	prevent	communication
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